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HEAVEN.

THIN the human mind there springs naturally and without effort
the thought of a future place or state of happiness. The thought

has been variously expressed. In English it is rendered in the
form of the word heaven.

Relics found in mounds and burial places of prehistoric inhabitants
of America testify to their thought of heaven. Monuments, temples and
inscriptions on metal and stone in the ruins of ancient civilizations in the
Americas attest the belief in heaven, by the builders of those civilizations.
The masters of the land of the Nile reared obelisks, pyramids and tombs,
and left them as silent, graven witnesses proclaiming a future state of
happiness for man. The races of Asia offer a wealth of testimony in caves
and shrines, and a literature which abounds with the descriptions of a
future happy state of man as the results of his good deeds on earth. Before
the heavenward pointing spires of Christian faiths were raised on the soil
of Europe, stone circles and pillars and crypts were used by man to induce
the blessings of heaven upon him while on earth, and to fit him to enter the
happy sphere of heaven after death. In a primitive or limited way, or with
the ease or extravagance of culture, each race has expressed its belief in a
future state of heaven.

Every race has its myths and legends which tell in their own way of a
place or state of innocence, in which the race lived happily. In this original
state they were given existence by a superior being on whom they looked
with fear or awe or reverence and whom they regarded as their master,
judge or as a father, with the trustfulness of children. These accounts say
that rules were provided by the creator or superior being, so that living
according to these, the race should continue to live in their state of simple
happiness, but that dire results would attend any departure from the
ordained life. Each story tells in its own way of the disobedience of the race
or humanity, and then of the troubles, misfortunes, and disasters, with
their pains and sorrows resulting from the ignorance and disobedience of
the ancestors.
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Myth and legend and scripture state that the human races must live in
sin and sorrow, stricken by disease and afflicted with old age which ends in
death, because of that ancient sin of the forefathers. But each record in its
own way, and characteristically of the people by whom it was made,
foretells of a time when by the favor of the creator or by the expiation of
wrongs done, men will escape the realistic dream of earth life and enter
into a place from which pain and suffering and disease and death are
absent, and where all who enter will live in uninterrupted and unalloyed
happiness. This is the promise of heaven.

Myth and legend tell and scripture ordains how man must live and
what he shall do before he can obtain or have conferred upon him the
felicity of heaven. Suitable to the life and character of his race, man is told
that he will gain heaven by divine favor or earn it by deeds of valor in battle,
by overcoming the enemy, by subduing the impious, by a life of fasting,
solitude, faith, prayer or penance, by acts of charity, by relieving the
sufferings of others, by self-abnegation and a life of service, by an
understanding and overcoming and controlling of his improper appetites,
tendencies and inclinations, by right thought, right action and by
knowledge, and that the heaven is either beyond or above the earth or is to
be on the earth in some future state.

Christian beliefs concerning man’s early and future state differ little
from those of other and more ancient faiths. According to Christian
teaching man is born and lives in sin, and it is said that the penalty of sin is
death, but he may escape death and other penalties of sin by believing in
the Son of God as his Savior.

The statements in the New Testament about heaven are true and
beautiful. The theological statements about the theological heaven are a
mass of irrationalities, contradictions and short-sighted absurdities.
They repel the mind and enervate the senses. The theological heaven is a
place lit up with brilliant lights, and extravagantly furnished and
decorated with very expensive earthly things; a place where songs of praise
are sung perpetually to the strains of music; where the streets flow with
milk and honey and where ambrosial food abounds; where the air is laden
with the fragrance of sweet perfumes and balmy incense; where happiness
and enjoyment respond to every touch and where the inmates or minds of
men sing and dance and thrill and throb to hosannas of prayer and praise,
throughout infinite eternity.

Who wants such a heaven? What thinking man would accept such a
shallow, sensuous, heaven if it were thrust upon him? The soul of man
must be like a fool, a jelly fish or a mummy, to put up with any such
nonsense. Nobody wants the theological heaven nowadays and none less
than the theologian, who preaches it. He wants to stay here on this
accursed earth rather than go to that glorious heaven which he has
planned and built and furnished in the far-off sky.

What is heaven? Does it not or does it exist? If it does not, then why
waste time in deluding one’s self with such idle fancies? Ifit does exist and
is worth while, then it is best that one should understand it and work for it.
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The mind longs for happiness and looks forward to a place or state
where happiness will be realized. This place or state is expressed in the
term heaven. The fact that all races of humanity have through all time
thought of and believed in some sort of heaven, the fact that all continue to
think of and look forward to a heaven, is evidence that there is something
in the mind which compels the thought, and that this something must be
similar in kind to that toward which it impels, and that it will continue to
impel and guide the thought toward its ideal until that ideal goal is reached
and realized.

There is great energy in thought. By thinking and looking forward to
a heaven after death, one stores up a force and builds according to an
ideal. This force must have its expression. Ordinary earth life affords no
opportunity for such expression. Such ideals and aspirations find their
expression after death in the heaven world.

The mind is a foreigner from a happy realm, the mental world, where
sorrow, strife and sickness are unknown. Arriving on the shores of the
sensuous physical world, the visitor is beset, beguiled, bewildered by the
allurements, delusions and deceits of forms and colors and sensations.
Forgetting his own happy state and seeking happiness through the senses
in the objects of sensation, he strives and struggles and then sorrows to
find on approaching the objects, that happiness is not there. After a
sojourn of barter and bargain, of conflicts, successes and
disappointments, after smarting from pain and relieved by superficial
joys, the visitor departs from the physical world and returns to his happy
native state, taking with him experience.

The mind comes again and lives in and passes from the physical
world to its own, the mental world. The mind becomes a time-worn
traveler who has often visited, yet never has sounded the depths nor solved
the problems of mundane life. Man has had much experience with little
profit. He comes from his eternal home to spend a day in the world, then
passes again to rest, only to come again. This goes on until he shall
discover in himself, his deliverer, who will tame the wild beasts which beset
him, who will dissipate the delusions which bewilder him, who will guide
him through sensuous delights across the howling wilderness of the world
and into the realm where he is self-knowing, unattracted by the senses
and unaffected by ambitions or temptations and unattached to the results
of action. Until he finds his deliverer and knows his realm of safety man
can look forward to heaven, but he will not know it nor enter heaven while
he has to come unknowingly to the physical world.

The mind does not find the essentials of heaven on earth, and it is
never even for a short time in perfect accord with its surroundings and
with its emotions and the senses and attendant sensations. Until the
mind shall become the knower and the master of all these, it cannot know
heaven on earth. So the mind must be freed by death from the physical
world, to enter into a state of happiness as its reward, to live up to the
ideals to which it has looked forward, and be freed from the suffering which
it has endured, and escape the temptations with which it has struggled,
and to enjoy the good deeds it has done and the ideal union to which it has
aspired.
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After death not all men enter heaven. Those men whose thought and
work are spent on the things of physical life, who never consider or concern
themselves about a future state after death, who have no ideals aside from
physical enjoyment or work, who have no thought or aspiration toward a
divinity beyond or within themselves, those men will have no heaven after
death. Some of the minds belonging to this class, but who are not enemies
to mankind, remain in an intermediate state as in a deep sleep, until
physical bodies are anew prepared and ready for them; then they enter at
birth into these and thereafter continue the life and the work as demanded
by their previous lives.

To enter heaven, one must think of and do that which makes heaven.
Heaven is not made after death. Heaven is not made by mental laziness, by
doing nothing, by languishing, by idling time away, or dreaming lazily
while awake, and without purpose. Heaven is made by thinking of one’s
own and others’ spiritual and moral welfare and is earned by earnest work
to such end. One can enjoy the heaven only which he himself has built;
the heaven of another is not his heaven.

After death of its physical body, the mind begins a process of
elimination by which the gross and sensual desires, vices, passions, and
appetites are burned away or sloughed off. These are the things which
beset and beguiled and deceived and deluded and confused it and caused
it pain and suffering while it was in physical life and which prevented it
from knowing real happiness. These things must be put aside and parted
from so that the mind may have rest and happiness, and may live out the
ideals which it has yearned for, but was unable to achieve in physical life.

Heaven is as necessary for most minds as sleep and rest is for the
body. When all the sensual desires and thoughts have been put off and
done away with by the mind, it then enters the heaven which it had
previously prepared for itself.

This heaven after death cannot be said to be at a particular spot or
locality on the earth. The earth known to mortals in physical life cannot be
seen nor sensed in heaven. Heaven is not limited to the dimensions by
which the earth is measured.

One who enters heaven is not governed by the laws which regulate the
movements and actions of physical bodies on earth. He who is in his
heaven does not walk, nor does he fly about, nor does he move by muscular
effort. He does not partake of delicious foods, nor drink sweet potions. He
does not hear or produce music or noise on stringed, wooden or metallic
instruments. He does not see the rocks, trees, water, houses, costumes,
as they exist on earth, nor does he see the physical forms and features of
any being on earth. Pearly gates, jasper streets, sweet foods, drinks,
clouds, white thrones, harps and cherubs may be located on the earth,
they are not found in heaven. After death each one builds his own heaven
and acts as his own agent. There is no buying and selling of merchandise
or any of the products of earth, as these are not needed. Business
transactions are not carried on in heaven. All business must be attended
to on earth. Acrobatic feats and spectacular performances, if witnessed,
must be seen on earth. No such performers have been arranged for in the
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management of heaven, and no one there would be interested in such
shows. There is no political jobbery in heaven, as there are no positions to
fill. There are no sects nor religions in heaven, as each one there has left
his church on earth. Nor will there be found fashionables and an elite of
exclusive society, because the broadcloth, silks and laces in which society
is clothed are not allowed in heaven, and family trees cannot be
transplanted. The veneer and coatings and bandages and all such
adornments must have been removed before one may enter heaven, for all
in heaven are as they are and may be known as they are, without deceit
and the disguise of falsehood.

After the physical body has been put aside, the mind which was
incarnate begins to throw off and free itself from the coils of its fleshly
desires. As it forgets and becomes unaware of them, the mind gradually
awakens to and enters its heaven world. The essentials to heaven are
happiness and thought. Nothing is admitted which will prevent or
interfere with happiness. No conflict or annoyance of any kind can enter
heaven. The sphere of happiness, the heaven world, is not so grand, awe
inspiring or sublime as to cause the mind to feel insignificant or out of
place. Nor is heaven so indifferent, ordinary, uninteresting or
monotonous as to allow the mind to regard itself as superior and unsuited
to the state. Heaven is to the mind who enters, all that which will afford
that mind (not the senses) its greatest and most comprehensive
happiness.

The happiness of heaven is through thought. Thought is the creator
and fashioner and builder of heaven. Thought supplies and arranges all
the appointments of heaven. Thought admits all others who take part in
one’s heaven. Thought determines what is done, and the manner in which
it is done. But only thoughts which are of happiness can be used in
building heaven. The senses may enter into the heaven of a mind only to
the degree that they are made necessary to the happiness by thought. But
the senses so used are of a more refined nature than the senses of earth life
and they can only be employed when they conflict in no way with the
thought of heaven. The sense or senses which are concerned with the
flesh have no part or place in heaven. Then what kind of senses are these
heavenly senses? They are senses made by the mind temporarily and for
the occasion, and do not last.

Although the earth is not seen nor sensed as it is on earth, yet the
earth may be and is perceived by the mind when the thoughts of that mind
have, in furtherance of an ideal, been concerned with the earth. But the
earth in heaven is then an ideal earth and is not perceived by the mind in
its actual physical condition with the hardships which it imposes on
physical bodies. If the thought of man had been concerned with the
making habitable and beautifying of certain localities of the earth, with
improving the natural conditions of the earth and with turning them to
advantage for the common good of himself and others, or with improving
the physical, moral and mental conditions in any way, then the earth or
the localities of the earth with which he had concerned himself, would, in
his heaven, be realized in the greatest perfection, by his thought, and
without the obstacles and hindrances with which he had contended in
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physical life. Thought takes the place of his measuring stick and distance
disappears in thought. According to his ideal thought on and of earth, so
will be his realization of it in heaven; but without the labor of the working
and without the effort of thinking, because the thought which brings about
the realization is formed on earth and merely lives itself out in heaven. The
thought in heaven is the enjoyment and result of the thinking which was
done on earth.

The mind is not concerned with the subject of locomotion unless the
subject was related to its ideal while on earth and was considered without
too much self interest. An inventor whose thought on earth was
concerned with some vehicle or instrument of locomotion for the purpose
of making money out of his invention, would, if he entered heaven, have
forgotten and be entirely unaware of his work on earth. In the case of an
inventor whose ideal was to perfect such a vehicle or instrument for the
purpose of bettering the conditions of the public or for relieving individuals
of hardships, with a humanitarian motive, and even in the case of him
whose thought was of making and perfecting an invention with the object
of demonstrating some abstract proposition—as long as his thinking was
without the chief or ruling thought of making money—the work thought of
would have part in the inventor’s heaven and he would there accomplish in
full measure what he had been unable to realize on earth.

The movements or travel of the mind in its heaven world are not
performed by laborious walking or swimming or flying, but by thought.
Thought is the means by which the mind passes from one locality to
another. That thought may do this is experienced in physical life. A man
may be transported in thought to the most distant parts of the earth. His
physical body remains where it is, but his thought travels where he wills
and with the quickness of thought. It is as easy for him to transport
himself in thought from New York to Hong Kong, as it is from New York to
Albany, and no longer time is required. A man while sitting in his chair
may absent himself in thought and revisit distant places where he has
been and may live over again important events of the past. Sweat may
stand out in beads on his forehead as he performs great muscular labor.
His face may be suffused with color as he, having gone back into the past,
resents some personal affront, or it may turn to an ashen pallor as he
passes through some great danger, and all the while he will be unaware of
his physical body and its surroundings unless he is interrupted and
recalled, or until he has returned in thought to his physical body in the
chair.

As a man may act and re-enact in thought the things which he has
experienced through the physical body without being aware of his physical
body, the mind, too, can act and re-live ideally in heaven according to its
best deeds and thoughts while on earth. But the thoughts will then have
been disassociated from all that prevents the mind from being ideally
happy. The body used by the mind to experience earth life is the physical
body; the body used by the mind to experience its happiness in heaven is
its thought body. The physical body is suited to life and action in the
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physical world. This thought body is created by the mind during life and
takes form after death and lasts not longer than the heaven period. In this
thought body the mind lives while in heaven. The thought body is used by
the mind to live in its heaven world because the heaven world is of the
nature of thought, and is made of thought, and the thought body acts as
naturally in its heaven world as does the physical body in the physical
world. The physical body needs food, to be maintained in the physical
world. The mind also needs food to maintain its thought body in the
heaven world, but the food cannot be physical. The food there used is of
thought and is the thoughts which were entertained while the mind was in
a body while on earth. While the man had been reading and thinking and
idealizing his work when on earth, he had by so doing, prepared his
heavenly food. Heavenly work and thought is the only kind of food which
the mind in its heaven world can use.

The mind may realize speech and music in heaven, but only through
thought. The song of life will be accompanied by the music of the spheres.
But the song will have been composed by its own thought and according to
its own ideals while on earth. The music will be from the spheres of the
heaven worlds of other minds, as they are in harmony.

The mind does not touch other minds nor objects in heaven, as
physical things contact other physical bodies on earth. In its heaven the
body of the mind, which is a body of thought, touches other bodies by
thought. One who knows touch by the contact only of flesh with other
material or by the touch of flesh with flesh, will not appreciate the joy
which may be afforded to the mind from the touch of thought with thought.
Happiness is realized, almost, by touch of thought with thought.
Happiness never can be realized by contact of flesh with flesh. Heaven is
not a lonesome place nor state where each mind is confined in the solitude
of a beingless heaven. Hermits, solitary recluses and metaphysicians
whose thoughts have been concerned almost exclusively in contemplation
of themselves individually or with abstract problems, may enjoy their
respective heavens, but it is seldom that a mind can or does exclude all
beings or other minds from his heaven world.

The heaven which man inhabits after death is in man’s own mental
atmosphere. By this he was surrounded and in it he has lived during his
physical life. Man is not conscious of his mental atmosphere, but becomes
conscious of it after death, and then not as of an atmosphere, but as
heaven. He must first pass through, grow out of, his psychic atmosphere,
that is, go through hell, before he can enter his heaven. During physical
life, the thoughts which build his heaven after death remain in his mental
atmosphere. They are, to a large extent, not lived out. His heaven consists
in the development, living out and realization of these ideal thoughts; but
all the time, be it remembered, he is in his own atmosphere. Out of this
atmosphere is furnished the germ from which his next physical body is
built.

Each mind has and lives in its own individual heaven, as each mind
lives in its physical body and in its own atmospheres in the physical world.
All minds in their respective heavens are contained within the great
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heaven world, similarly as men are contained within the physical world.
The mind is not located in heaven as men are by position and locality on
earth, but the mind is in that state by its ideals and the quality of its
thoughts. The mind may shut itself up in its own heaven within the great
heaven world and be out of touch with other minds of like quality or power,
similarly as a man shuts himself off from the world when he absents
himself from all human society. Each mind may participate in the heaven
of another mind or with all other minds to the degree that their ideals are
the same and to the degree that their thoughts are in tune, similarly as
men on earth of kindred ideals are drawn together and enjoy mental
association through thought.

The heaven world is built up and made up of thought, but of such
thoughts only which will contribute to happiness. Such thoughts as: he
has robbed me, he would kill me, he would slander me, he has lied to me,
or, I am jealous of him, I envy him, I hate him, cannot play any part in
heaven. It should not be supposed that heaven is a dull place or state
because it is made up of such uncertain and unsubstantial stuff as one’s
thoughts. Man'’s chief happiness on earth, little though it is, comes
through his thought. The money kings of earth do not find happiness by
their mere hoardings of gold, but in the thought of their possession of it,
and their consequent power. A woman does not get her scant measure of
happiness from the many pieces of finery which are used in the make-up of
a gown and from the wearing of that gown, but her happiness comes from
the thought that it beautifies her and the thought that it will command
admiration from others. An artist’s delight is not in the product of his
work. Itis the thought which stands behind it that he enjoys. A teacher is
not well pleased merely by the fact that students are able to memorize
difficult formulas. His satisfaction lies in the thought that they
understand and will apply what they have memorized. The little
happiness which man gets on earth, he gets through his thought only, and
not from any physical possession or success. On earth thoughts seem to
be intangible and unreal, and possessions seem very real. In heaven the
objects of sense have disappeared, but thoughts are real. In the absence of
gross sense forms and in the presence and realness of the subjects of
thought, the mind is inexpressibly more happy than is the mind of
ordinary man through his senses while on earth.

All those who entered into our thought while on earth, or those with
whom our thought was directed to the attainment of some ideal, will in
thought be present and help to make up our heaven. So one’s friends
cannot be shut out from his heaven. Relationships may be continued by
the mind in its heaven world, but only if the relationship is of an ideal
nature and not in so far as it is physical and fleshly. Physicality has no
part in heaven. There is no thought of sex or the action of sex in heaven.
Some minds while incarnate in physical bodies, invariably associate the
thought of “husband” or “wife” with sensual acts, and it may be difficult for
such to think of husband and wife without the thought of their physical
relationship. It is not difficult for others to think of husband or wife, as
companions engaged in work toward a common ideal or as a subject of an
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unselfish and not sensual love. When the sensually inclined mind has
parted from its physical body and has entered its heaven world, it, too, will
not have the thought of sex because it will have parted from its fleshly body
and its sensual appetites and will have been cleansed from its gross
desires.

The mother who seems to have been parted by death from her child
can meet it again in heaven, but as the heaven is different from earth, so
will the mother and child be different in heaven from what they were on
earth. The mother who regarded her child with a selfish interest only, and
considered that child as her own personal property, does not wish such a
child nor can she have it with her in heaven, because such selfish thought
of physical possession is foreign to and is excluded from heaven. The
mother who meets her child in heaven bears a different attitude of mind to
the being to whom her thought is directed, than the selfish mother bears to
her physical child, while she is in the physical world. The dominating
thoughts of the unselfish mother are of love, helpfulness and protection.
Such thoughts are not destroyed nor hindered by death, and the mother
who had such thoughts for her child while on earth will continue to have
them in heaven.

No human mind is limited to nor encased in its physical body and
every human mind incarnate has its own father in heaven. That mind who
has left earth life and entered its heaven, and whose best thoughts were
directed to or concerned with those whom it knew on earth, may affect the
minds of those on earth if the minds on earth reach high enough in
thought.

The thought of the child which the mother carries with her in heaven
isnot of its shape and size. In physical life she knew her child as an infant,
as a child at school, and later perhaps as a father or mother. Through all
the career of its physical body the ideal thought of her child has not
changed. In heaven, the mother’s thought of her child does not include its
physical body. Her thoughtis of the ideal only.

Each one will meet his friends in heaven to the degree that he knows
those friends on earth. On earth his friend may have a needle or a moon
eye, a button or a bottle nose, a mouth like a cherry or a scuttle, a dish or
box chin, a pear-shaped head or a head like a bullet, a face like a hatchet or
a squash. His form might be to others like that of an Apollo or a satyr.
These are often disguises and the mask which his friends wears on earth.
But these disguises will be pierced if he knows his friend. If he saw his
friend through the disguises on earth he will know him in the heaven world
without those disguises.

It is not reasonable to expect that we should see or have things in
heaven as we have them on earth, or to feel that heaven would be
undesirable unless we could so have them. Man seldom sees things as
they are, but as he thinks that they are. He does not understand the worth
of his possessions to him. The objects as things in themselves are of the
earth and are perceived through his physical organs of sense. The
thoughts only of these objects can be taken to heaven and only such
thoughts can enter heaven as will contribute to the happiness of the mind.
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Therefore the same mind which was the thinker in the body on earth will
suffer no loss by giving up that which cannot contribute to its happiness.
Those whom we love on earth, and to love whom is necessary to our
happiness, will not suffer because their faults and vices are not taken with
us in thought to heaven. We shall more truly appreciate them when we can
have them in thought without their faults and as we think of them as
ideals. The faults of our friends clash with our own faults on earth, and the
happiness of friendship is marred and clouded. But the friendship
without blemish is better realized in the heaven world, and we know them
more truly as they are than when appearing with the dross of earth.

It is not impossible for the mind in heaven to communicate with one
on earth, nor for that on earth to communicate with one in heaven. But
such communication is not carried on by means of any production of
psychic phenomena, nor does it come from spiritistic sources nor what
spiritists speak of as their “spirit world” or the “summerland.” The minds
in heaven are not the “spirits” of which the spiritists speak. The heaven
world of the mind is not the spirit world or summerland of the spiritist.
The mind in its heaven does not enter nor speak through the summerland,
nor does the mind in heaven manifest itself in any phenomenal way to a
spiritist or to its friends on earth. If the mind in heaven did enter the
summerland or did appear to a spiritist or did manifest itself in physical
form and shake hands with and speak to its friends in a physical body,
then that mind must be aware of the earth, and of the flesh and of the
pains, afflictions or imperfections of those with whom it communicated,
and the contrast of these would interrupt and disturb its happiness and
heaven would be at an end for that mind. While the mind is in heaven its
happiness will not be interrupted; it will not be aware of any of the vices or
faults or sufferings of those on earth, and it will not leave its heaven until
its heaven period is at an end.

The mind in heaven can communicate with one on earth through
thought and thought only and such thought and communication will
always be for the ennoblement and good, but never to advise the one on
earth how to earn a living, or how to satisfy his desire or to give the mere
comfort of companionship. When a mind in heaven communicates with
one on earth, it is usually through impersonal thought which suggests
some good action. It is possible, however, that the suggestion may be
accompanied by the thought of the friend who is in heaven, if what is
suggested is associated with the character or with what was his work on
earth. When the thought of the one in heaven is apprehended by the mind
on earth, the thought will in no way suggest itself through any phenomena.
The communication will be through thought alone. In moments of
aspiration and under suitable conditions, the man on earth may
communicate his thought to one in heaven. But such thought can have no
earthly taint and must be in conformity with the ideal and relate to the
happiness of the mind in heaven, and stands in no relationship to the
personality of the deceased. When communication between the mind in
heaven and the mind on earth is carried on, the mind in heaven will not
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think of the other being on earth, nor will the man on earth think of the
other in heaven. Communication can be had only when the minds are
attuned to each other, when place, position, possessions, do not affect the
thought and when the thought is of mind with mind. Of that the ordinary
person does not conceive. If such communion is held, time and place do
not appear. When such communion is held the mind in heaven does not
come down to earth, nor does man ascend to heaven. Such communion of
thought is through the higher mind of the one on earth.

Because of the difference in ideals and the quality or power of the
thoughts and aspirations of men, heaven is not the same to all who go
there. Each enters and perceives and appreciates it as the fulfillment of
what he desired for his happiness. The difference in thoughts and ideals
of men has given rise to the representations of the numbering and grading
of the different heavens which man enjoys after death.

There are as many heavens as there are minds. Yet all are within one
heaven world. Each lives in his heaven in happiness without in any way
interfering with the happiness of others. This happiness may, if
measured, in time and in terms of experience of the earth, seem to be like
endless eternity. In actual terms of the earth it may be very short. To the
one in heaven the period will be an eternity, which is a complete cycle of
experience or thought. But the period will end, though the end will not
seem to the one in heaven to be the end of its happiness. The beginning of
its heaven did not seem to be sudden or unexpected. End and beginning in
heaven run into each other, they mean completion or fulfillment and cause
neither regret nor surprise as these words are understood on earth.

The heaven period as it was determined by the ideal thoughts and
works before death is not long or short, but is complete and ends when the
mind has rested from its labors and has exhausted and assimilated its
ideal thoughts which it had not realized on earth, and from this
assimilation is strengthened and refreshed by being relieved from and
forgetting the cares and anxieties and sufferings which it had experienced
on earth. But in the heaven world the mind does not acquire any more
knowledge than that it had on earth. Earth is the battlefield of its
struggles and the school in which it acquires knowledge, and to earth must
the mind return to complete its training and education.

(To be concluded)
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earth into heaven. It must do that work for itself while on earthin a

physical body. The heaven after death and before birth is the
native state of purity of the mind. But it is the purity of innocence. The
purity of innocence is not real purity. The purity which the mind must
have, before its education through the worlds is complete, is the purity
through and with knowledge. The purity through knowledge will make the
mind immune against the sins and ignorance of the world and will fit the
mind to understand each thing as it is and in the state it is in, wherever the
mind shall perceive it. The work or the fight which the mind has before it is
to conquer and control and to educate the ignorant quality in itself. This
work can only be done by the mind through a physical body on earth,
because earth and earth alone furnishes the means and the lessons for the
mind’s education. The body offers the resistance which develops strength
in the mind that overcomes that resistance; it furnishes the temptations
by which the mind is tried and tempered; it affords the difficulties and
duties and problems by the overcoming and the doing and the solving of
which the mind is trained to know things as they are, and it attracts from
all spheres the things and conditions necessary for these purposes. The
history of a mind from its heaven world to the time of its entrance into a
physical body in the physical world, and from the time of its awakening in
the physical world to the time of its assumption of the responsibilities of
the world, repeats the history of the creation of the world and of the
humanity on it.

The story of creation and of humanity, is told by each people and is
given by them such color and form as is particularly suited to the
particular people. What heaven was, is, or may be and how heaven is
made, is told or suggested by the teachings of religions. They give the
history as beginning in the garden of delights, an Elysium, Aanroo, the
Garden of Eden, Paradise, or of heaven as being Valhalla, Devachan, or
Swarga. The one with which the West is most familiar is the story in the
Bible, of Adam and Eve in Eden, how they left it, and what happened to
them. To this is added the history of the heirs of Adam and Eve, our alleged

’ I YHE mind must learn to know heaven on earth and to transform the
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ancestors, and how we have descended from them, and from them
inherited death. To the early Bible is appended a sequel in the form of a
later Testament, relating to the heaven which man may enter when he
shall find the gospel or message by which he will come to know that he is
heir to immortal life. The story is beautiful and may be applied in many
ways to explain many phases of life.

Adam and Eve are humanity. Eden is the state of innocence which
early humanity enjoyed. The tree of life and the tree of knowledge are the
generative organs and the procreative powers which operate through them
and with which mankind is endowed. While mankind generated
according to time and season and had no sex relation at any other time and
for no other purpose than for propagation of species as suggested by
natural law, they, Adam and Eve, humanity, lived in Eden, which was a
child-like heaven of innocence. Eating of the tree of knowledge was the
uniting of the sexes out of season and for the indulgence of pleasure. Eve
represented the desire, Adam the mind, of mankind. The serpent
symbolized the sex principle or instinct which prompted Eve, the desire,
suggested how it could be gratified and which gained consent of Adam, the
mind, to unlawful sex union. Sex union, which was unlawful—that is, out
of season and as suggested by desire at any time and for indulgence of
pleasure only—was the fall, and revealed the evil side of life which they,
Adam and Eve, early humanity, had not before known. When early
humanity had learned how to indulge the desire of sex out of season, they
were conscious of that fact, and aware that they had done wrong. They
knew the evil results following their act; they were no longer innocent. So
they left the garden of Eden, their child-like innocence, their heaven.
Outside of Eden and acting against the law, sickness, disease, pain,
sorrow, suffering and death became known to Adam and Eve humanity.

That early distant Adam and Eve, humanity, has gone; at least, man
does not know that it now exists. Humanity, no longer directed by natural
law, propagates the species out of season and at all times, as prompted by
desire. In a way, each human being reenacts, the Adam and Eve history.
Man forgets the first years of his life. He has faint recollections of the
golden days of childhood, then later he becomes aware of his sex and falls,
and in his remaining life rewrites some phase of the history of humanity
down to the present time. There lingers, however, a far off, a forgotten
memory of happiness, heaven, and there is a desire for and an indefinite
notion of happiness. Man cannot go back to Eden; he cannot go back to
childhood. Nature forbids him, and the growth of desire and his lusts
drive him on. He is an outcast, an exile, from his happy land. To exist, he
must toil and labor through the hardships and difficulties of the day and at
evening he may have rest, that he may begin the labor of the coming day.
Amidst all his troubles he still has hope, and he looks forward to that
distant time when he shall be happy.

For early humanity in their heaven and happiness, health and
innocence, the way to earth and unhappiness and sickness and disease
was through the wrong, unlawful, use of the procreative functions and
power. The wrong use of the procreative functions brought with it to
humanity a knowledge of its good and evil sides, but with the knowledge
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comes also confusion as to good and evil, and what is right and what is
wrong. It is an easy matter for man to know the wrong and right use of
procreative functions now, if he does not make it difficult for himself.
Nature, that is, that portion of the universe, visible and invisible, which is
not intelligent, that is of the quality of mind or thought, obeys certain rules
or laws according to which all bodies within her kingdom must act if they
are to remain whole. These laws are prescribed by intelligences superior
to the mind which incarnates as man and man has to live by those laws.
When man attempts to break a law of nature, the law remains unbroken
but nature breaks the body of the man which he has let act unlawfully.

God walks with man today as he walked with Adam in the Garden of
Eden, and God speaks to man today as he spoke to Adam when Adam
committed the sin and discovered evil. The voice of God is conscience; it is
the voice of the God of humanity or of one’s own God, his higher mind or
Ego not incarnate. The voice of God tells man when he does wrong. The
voice of God tells humanity and each individual man, whenever he abuses
and makes wrong use of the procreative functions. Conscience, will speak
to man while man still remains human; but there will come a time, even
though it be ages hence, when, if humanity refuses to right its wrong
actions, conscience, the voice of God, will no longer speak and the mind
will withdraw itself, and the remnants of man will not then know right from
wrong and will be in greater confusion than he now is in concerning
procreative acts and powers. Then these remnants will cease to have their
God-given powers of reason, will become degenerate, and the race which
now walks erect and able to look toward heaven will then be like the
monkeys who chatter without purpose as they run on all fours, or jump
among the branches of the forest.

Mankind have not descended from monkeys. The monkey tribes of
the earth are descendants of men. They are the products of the abuse of
procreative functions by a branch of early humanity. It is even possible
that the monkey ranks are often recuperated from the human family. The
monkey tribes are specimens of what the physical side of the human family
might become and what some members of it will become if they deny God,
shut their ears to his voice called conscience, and renounce their
humanity by continuing to make wrong use of their procreative functions
and powers. Such an end for physical humanity is not in the scheme of
evolution and it is not at all likely that the whole of physical humanity will
sink into such abysmal depths of depravity, but no power and intelligence
can interfere with man in his right to think nor deprive him of his freedom
to choose what he will think and what he will do, nor to prevent him from
acting in accordance with what he has thought and chosen to act.

As humanity, the minds, came and come from heaven into the world
by means of sex, and similarly as the early child humanity and the human
child left and leave their Eden or innocence and become aware of evil and
disease and hardships and trials and responsibilities, because of their
improper sex action, so also must they overcome these by right use of and
control of sex functions before they can find and know the way to heaven,
and enter and live in heaven without leaving the earth. Itis not likely that
humanity as a whole can or will in this age choose to begin to try for
heaven. But individuals of humanity can so choose and by such choice
and efforts they will see the way and enter the path that leads to heaven.
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The beginning of the way to heaven is the right use of the procreative
function. The right use is for the purpose of propagation at the right
season. The physical use of these organs and functions for any other
purpose than for human propagation is wrong, and those who use these
functions out of season and for any other purpose or with any other intent,
will turn the weary treadmill of sickness and trouble and disease and
suffering and death and birth from unwilling parents to begin and
continue another doomed and oppressed existence.

The earth is in heaven and heaven is around and upon the earth, and
mankind must and will be made aware of it. But they cannot know of it or
know this to be true until they open their eyes to the light of heaven.
Sometimes they catch a gleam of its radiance, but the cloud which arises
from their lusts soon blinds them to the light, and may even cause them to
doubtit. But as they desire the light their eyes will become accustomed to
it and they will see that the beginning of the way is a cessation from sex
indulgence. This is not the only wrong which man has to overcome and
right, but it is the beginning of what he must do to know heaven. The
misuse of sex functions is not the only evil in the world, but it is the root of
the evil in the world and to overcome other evils and such as grow out of
them man must begin at the root.

If woman would clear her mind from the thought of sex she would
cease to practice her lies and deceits and trickery to attract man; jealousy
of him and hatred of other women who might attract him would have no
place in her mind, and she would feel no vanity or envy, and this brood of
vices removed from her mind, her mind would grow in strength and she
would then be fit in body and mind to usher in and be the mother of the
new race of minds who will transform earth into a paradise.

When man will purge his mind of its lusts of sex he will not delude
himself with the thought that he could own the body of a woman, nor
would he lie and cheat and steal and fight and beat down other men in his
effort to get enough to buy woman as a toy or to have enough to gratify the
whims and fancies of her pleasure. He would lose his self conceit and the
pride of possession.

Not indulging in the procreative act is in itself not a warrant for
entering heaven. Mere omission of the physical act is not enough. The
way to heaven is found by thinking right. Right thought will in time
inevitably compel right physical action. Some will give up the fight,
declaring that it is impossible to win, and it may be impossible for them.
But the one who is determined will conquer, though it take long years. Itis
of no use for the man to seek entrance to heaven who in his heart longs for
sensual delights, for one cannot enter heaven who has the lust of sex in
him. Itis better for such a one to remain a child of the world until he can by
right thought develop the moral strength in himself to become a child of
heaven.

Man has never ceased trying to discover where Eden was, to find its
exact geographical location. It is difficult to entirely suppress the faith or
belief in an Eden, a Mount Meru, an Elysium. They are not fables. Eden is
still on earth. But the archaeologist, geographer and the pleasure seeker
will never find Eden. Man cannot, would not if he could, find Eden by



16 THE WORD

going back to it. To find and know Eden man must go on. Because in his
present condition man cannot find heaven on earth, he passes on and
finds his heaven after death. But man should not die to find heaven. To
find and know the true heaven, the heaven of which if once known, he will
never be unconscious, man does not die, but he will be in his physical body
on earth, though he will not be of the earth. To know and inherit and be of
heaven man must enter it through knowledge; it is impossible to enter
heaven through innocence.

Today heaven is clouded over and surrounded, by darkness. For a
while the darkness lifts and then settles down in a heavier pall than before.
Now is the time to enter heaven. The unbreakable will to do what one
knows to be right, is the way to pierce the darkness. By the will to do and
the doing of what one knows to be right, whether the world howls or all is
silent, man calls upon and invokes his guide, his deliverer, his conqueror,
his savior and in the midst of darkness, heaven opens, light comes.

The man who will do right, whether his friends frown, his foes ridicule
and taunt, or whether he is observed or remains unnoticed, will reach
heaven and it will open for him. But before he can cross the threshold and
live in the light he must be willing to stand at the threshold and let the light
shine through him. As he stands at the threshold the light which shines
into him is his happiness. It is heaven’s message through which his
warrior and savior speaks from within the light. As he continues to stand
in the light and knows happiness a great sadness comes with the light.
The sadness and sorrow which he feels are not such as he had before
experienced. They are caused by his own darkness and the darkness of
the world which acts through him. The darkness outside is deep but his
own darkness seems darker still as the light shines on him. Were man
able to endure the light his darkness would soon be consumed, for
darkness becomes light when held steadily in the light. Man may stand at
the gate but he cannot enter heaven until his darkness is changed into
light and he is of the nature of light. At first man is not able to stand at the
threshold of light and let the light burn up his darkness, so he falls back.
But the light of heaven has shone into him and has set fire to the darkness
within him and it will continue to be with him until he shall time and again
stand at the gates and let the light shine in until it shines through him.

He would share his happiness with others but others will not
understand nor appreciate it until they have reached or are trying to reach
heaven by way of the path of doing of right without looking to the result of
action. This happiness is realized by working with others and for others
and for and with one’s self in others and others in one’s self.

The work will lead through the dark and light places of earth. The
work will enable one to walk among the wild beasts without being
devoured; to work for and with another’s ambitions without desiring them
or their results; to listen and to sympathize with another’s sorrows; to help
him to see the way out of his troubles; to stimulate his aspirations and to
do all without making him feel obligated and without any desire other than
for his good. This work will teach one to eat from the shallow bowl of
poverty and be filled, and to drink from the bitter cup of disappointment
and be contented with its dregs. It will enable one to feed those who
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hunger for knowledge, to help those to clothe themselves who discover
their nakedness, to light those who wish to find their way through the
darkness; it will allow one to feel repaid by another’s ingratitude, teach
him the magic art of turning a curse into a blessing and will even make him
immune to the poison of flattery and show his egotism as the littleness of
ignorance; through all his work the happiness of heaven will be with him
and he will feel that sympathy and compassion which cannot be
appreciated through the senses. This happiness is not of the senses.

A philosopher of materialism does not know the strength of that
sympathy which is known to one who has entered heaven while on earth
and who speaks from out his heaven for those others who are sense lovers
and sense sufferers, who laugh as they approach the bubbles and
shadows of their chase and who cry out in bitter disappointment when
these vanish. The sympathy of one who knows heaven, for earth drawn
minds, will be no better understood by the weepy and emotional
sentimentalist than by the dry and cold intellectualist, because the
appreciation of each is restricted to his perceptions through the senses
and these guide his mental operations. The heaven born love for others is
not emotionalism, sentimentality, nor the pity which a superior bestows
on an inferior. It is the knowing that others are in one’s self, which is
knowledge of the divinity of all things.

Heaven to be known and entered by such means will not be desired by
those who desire to be the great men of the world. Those who think that
they are great men do not know of and cannot enter heaven while they are
on earth. The great men, and all, men, must become great enough and
have knowledge enough to know that they are as babes and must become
children before they can stand at the gate of heaven.

As an infant is weaned, so the mind must be weaned from the food of
the senses and learn to take stronger food before it is strong enough and
knows enough to seek heaven and there find entrance. Itis time for man to
be weaned. Nature has set him many lessons and given him examples, yet
he howls furiously at the suggestion of his weaning. Humanity refuses to
give up the food of the senses and so although it is past time that it should
prepare itself for and grow into its youth and the inheritance of its
manhood, it still remains a child, and an unhealthy one.

The inheritance of humanity is immortality and heaven, and, not
after death, but on earth. The human race wishes for immortality and
heaven on earth but the race cannot inherit these until it gives up taking
nourishment through the senses and learns to take nourishment through
the mind.

The human race today can hardly distinguish itself as a race of minds
from the race of animal bodies in which they are incarnate. It is possible
for individuals to see and understand that they as minds, cannot always
continue to feed the senses and feed in the senses, but that they as minds
should grow out of the senses. The process seems hard and when a man
attempts it, he often slinks back to satisfy his hunger from the senses.

Man cannot enter heaven and remain a slave to the senses. He must
at some time decide whether he will control his senses or whether his
senses shall control him.
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This so hard and seemingly cruel earth is destined to become and is
now the foundation on which heaven shall be built, and the gods of heaven
will incarnate among the children of men when the bodies prepared shall
be fit to receive them. But the physical race must be healed from its vices
and made healthy in body before the new race can come.

The best and most effective and the only way of bringing this new
order of life into the life of present humanity is for man to begin and do this
silently with himself, and so to take up the burden of one more cripple from
the world. He who does this will be the greatest world conqueror, the
noblest benefactor and the most charitable humanitarian of his time.

At present, man’s thoughts are unclean, and his body unholy and not
fit for the gods of heaven to incarnate in. The gods of heaven are the
immortal minds of men. For every man on earth, there is a God, his father
in Heaven. The mind of man which incarnates is the son of God who
descends into the physical child of the earth for the purpose of redeeming,
and enlightening, and raising it to the estate of heaven and enabling it, too,
to become a child of heaven and a son of God.

All this can and will be brought about and done by thought. As the
after death heaven is made and entered and lived in by thought, so also by
thought will the earth be changed and heaven be made on earth. Thought
is the creator, preserver, destroyer or regenerator of all the manifested
worlds, and thought does or causes to be done all the things which are
done or brought about. But to have heaven on earth man must think the
thoughts and do the deeds which will make and reveal and bring and cause
him to enter into heaven while on earth. At present man must wait until
after death before he can have his heaven, because he is not able to control
and master his desires while in a physical body, and so the physical body
dies and he puts by and is relieved of his gross and sensual desires and
passes into heaven. But when he is able to do in the physical body what
takes place after death, he will know heaven and he shall not die; that is to
say, he as a mind may cause to be created another physical body and enter
it without sleeping the deep sleep of forgetfulness. He must do this by the
power of thought. By thought he can and will tame the wild beast within
him and make it an obedient servant. By thought he will reach up into and
know the things of heaven and by thought he will think of these things and
cause to be done the things on earth like as they are known to him in
heaven. By the living of his physical life according to the heaven-like
thoughts, his physical body will be purged of its impurities and made
whole and clean and immune to disease, and thought will be the ladder or
path by which he may ascend and communicate with his higher mind, his
god, and the god may even descend into him and make known to him the
heaven which is within, and the heaven without will then become visible in
the world.

All this will be done by thought, but not the kind of thoughts which
are recommended by thought cults or such people as claim to heal the sick
and cure disease by thought or who would do away with disease and
suffering by trying to think that they do not exist. Such attempts to think
and to use thought will only prolong the suffering and misery in the world
and will add to the confusion of the mind and hide the way to heaven and
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shut out heaven from earth. Man must not blind himself, but must see
clearly and must acknowledge truly all that he sees. He must admit the
evils and wrongs in the world, and then by thought and act deal with them
as they are and make them what they should be.

The thought which will bring heaven to earth is free from all that has
to do with personality. For heaven is lasting, but personalities and things
of personality pass away. Such thoughts as how to cure the ills of the
body, how to secure comforts, possessions, how to attain the objects of
ambition, how to gain power, how to acquire or enjoy any of the objects
which satisfy the senses, such thoughts as these do not lead to heaven.
Only thoughts which are free from the element of one’s own personality—
unless they be thoughts of subduing and mastering that personality—and
thoughts concerned with the bettering of the condition of man and the
improvement of the minds of men and the awakening of these minds to
divinity, are thoughts which make heaven. And the only way is by
beginning it silently with one’s self.
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